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Changes to Our Half Price Visits (and dates for Oct, Nov & Dec) 
 

We’ve made some changes to our Half Price Visits scheme to make it more efficient. From now 
on, appointments will be booked as Morning (9am-12.30pm) or Afternoon (12.30-4.30pm) and 
the vet will call or text you when they’re on their way. This means we won’t need to rearrange 
your appointment if the vet is running late or stuck in traffic. Confirmed appointment times will 
only be available on full price visits. See our website for more details.  

Oct Nov Dec Area Postcode of Stables 

10 & 24 14 & 28 12 & 29 Darwen, Tockholes, Hoddlesden BB3 

5 & 20 2 & 17 7 & 15 
Accrington, Oswaldtwistle, Church, 
Huncoat 

BB5 

16 20 18 
Ribble Valley West (Mellor, Clayton le 
Dale) 

BB2 

11 8 13 Ribble Valley East (Clitheroe, Gisburn) BB7 

9 & 31 13 & 24 11 & 28 
Burnley, Brierfield, Barrowford, 
Briercliffe,  

BB9, BB10, BB11, 
BB12 

17 & 27 21 & 30 8 & 19 
Rawtenstall, Haslingden, Waterfoot, 
Rossendale 

BB4 

4 1 6 
Great Harwood, Rishton, Clayton-le-
Moors, Blackburn 

BB6, BB1 

19 16 21 East Preston PR3 

3 7 5 
Ramsbottom, Edenfield, Bury and 
Rochdale 

BL0, BL9, BL8 
OL11, OL13 

25 22 27 
Blackpool – North of River Ribble and 
South of River Wyre 

PR4, FY3, FY4, FY8 

18 29 20 Chorley and Samlesbury     PR6 & PR5 

 

 

 www.equine-vet.co.uk 

Office Hours: 
8.30am to 5.30pm 

Saturdays: 9am to 12pm 

01254 888600 
24 hour Emergency Cover 

Practice News 
 

 

Our aim of having a stable group of vets and staff in the Practice has proved difficult to fulfill this 
year. Following Jess and Adam’s departure last Autumn we found there’s a national shortage of 
experienced vets but thankfully, we managed to find, Amelia Hutchinson, who started with us in 
May after working in mixed practice in North Yorkshire and soon after, we employed Laura 
Newsome who spent time with us several years ago as part of her student training.  Both Amelia 
and Laura keep their own horses locally and ride whenever they get chance. 
 

Unfortunately, Rob Embery decided to leave the practice in Spring for a career break. He has 
been kind enough to return on several occasions as a locum to help us out when other vets took 
their holidays.   

Our current vet team consists of: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Is Your Horse’s Passport Legal and Up to Date? 
 

We see a large number of horse passports which are technically in breach of the current 
legislation and could potentially mean the owner is liable to prosecution. The things you need 
to check are: 
Owner details -  must up to date (You have up to 30 days after buying a horse to change 

owner details. Most passports have to be sent back to the issuing authority to be updated) 
 

Vaccinations - It’s now a requirement for us to enter all vaccinations in the passport at the 

time they are administered so please make sure you have the passport when we attend. 
 

Life Number - There must be a 15 digit Unique Equine Life Number in the passport (and it 

must be printed on the same page as the declaration). If there isn’t one, you should contact 

the issuing authority and arrange for them to issue one. 
 

 
Declaration in Section IX - If the declaration stating your 

horse is NOT intended for human consumption hasn’t yet 
been signed (either by you or by a vet / passport society), it 
is assumed the horse IS intended for consumption and you 
have a duty to record all medicines (including wormers, 
creams and shampoos) in the passport or a separate 
medicines book. If you haven’t signed the declaration yet we 
suggest you sign it now, although you should realise that the 
declaration cannot be changed and it could affect the value 
of your horse at the end of his or her life.  
 

 

 

 

  

If you don’t already have a photocopy of your horse’s passport we suggest you take one (or a 
mobile phone photo) of the main identification pages showing the Unique Equine Life Number 
and microchip number (if there is one). It will come in handy if the passport is ever lost. 

 

 

We’ve also had big changes with our office staff. Ally Younger, our practice manager who has 
been a part of the practice since it’s conception in 2005 decided to move on to a new challenge 
over the border in her native county of Yorkshire. Please see the column overleaf. 
 

Annabelle Wright who has worked in our office for 8 years has resumed full time work now her 
younger son Isaac has started school. She is enthusiastic about her new role as Office 
Administrator. We’d also like to welcome Cat Walker as a new part time member of our office 
staff. Cat has a wealth of equine experience from her previous role as stud manager at Country 
Farm Stud and she is already proving to be valuable member of our team. 

Dr. David Aldington BVSc MRCVS. 
Company director and senior vet. Qualified from 
Liverpool in 1993. Main area of interest is Stud Medicine  

 
Dr Chelsea Jones  BvetMed MRCVS. Qualified from 

Royal Veterinary College in 2015. Main area of 
interest is lameness. Owns her own horse and 

originates from Lancashire 

 

Dr Laura Newsome  BVMedSci BVM BVS MRCVS. 
Qualified from Nottingham in 2016. Owns two horses 

kept at her parent’s farm near Todmorden. 

 

Dr Amelia Hutchinson BVSc MRCVS. Qualified 
from Liverpool in 2016.  Main area of interest is 
lameness.  Keeps her ex-racehorse (who she is 
currently retraining as an eventer) at Chipping. 
 

 



  
I'm sure many will already know that I have finished working    

 
 
  
 
                       
 
With winter approaching,  

   
  
 

 
 

 

   
  

  
 
 

  
  

  

24 hour emergencies 
Office hours 8.30am – 5.30pm 

Saturdays 9am – 12pm       

 

Autumn Feeding Tips 
 

 

 

Registration and Microchipping of Foals  
 

The law on Horse Passports states that all foals must be microchipped and passported by 
31st December in their year of birth (or by 6 mths old if born after 1st June). A passport is 
required sooner if the foal is transported or removed from its place of birth. If you own a foal 
born this year, please follow the guidelines below: 
 

1. Decide which society you wish your foal to be registered with (This may depend on who the 
stallion or mare are registered with). 
 

 2. Make sure your foal is used to being handled and wearing a foal slip or halter and is clean 
so we can clearly see hoof colour and leg markings. 
 
 

 
 

 

Why Foot Balance Is So Important for Your Horse 
 

The Importance of Regular Dental Checks 
 

We’re one of the few vet practices who take the time and effort to remind their clients when 
their horse’s teeth are due for a check up. We do that because we strongly believe in the 
importance of regular routine dental checks. Unlike most other practices, we also offer dental 
checks free of charge, but despite that, we still regularly have clients who don’t want their 
horse’s teeth checking. Their decision is normally justified by the fact that the horse still seems 
to be eating fine.  The reason that’s not a valid argument is that horses were originally a prey 
animal in the wild and they have evolved to hide any signs of pain so they wouldn’t be picked 
out by predators as a likely catch. We’ve seen some pretty horrendous problems in horse’s 
mouths when they still outwardly appeared to be eating normally and maintaining weight. 
There must be hundreds of horses suffering from dental pain at this very moment while their 
owners are blissfully unaware. To a lesser extent, many horses must be unable to perform to 
their full potential in their ridden work due to subtle oral pain.  
 

 

 

 

With winter approaching, preparation is key to keeping your horses in healthy condition 
throughout the winter season.  To help, we’ve put together a few simple tips for you: 

× Make sure your horse’s worm control programme is up to date.  If you’ve not done a worm 
egg count recently, now is the time. We recommend most horses are dosed with Equest 
Pramox in November for tapeworms, bots and small redworms. 
 

× Keep your horse appropriately rugged to avoid chills or similarly overheating. Look at the 
forecast for overnight temperatures and don’t just do the same thing every time. 
 

× Weigh tape your horse regularly so you can actively manage their weight.  Our vets will 
weigh tape for you as part of their health check before administering vaccinations 
 

× Forage is very important. As well as providing calories, it goes ferments in the hind gut, 
producing heat which helps a horse to stay warm during winter. 
 

× Fresh, clean water is important all year long. Check it several times a day and make sure 
it isn’t frozen otherwise you are increasing the risk of impaction colic. 
 

× Older horses and those with dental problems may not be able to satisfy their fibre 
requirement through hay or haylage alone.  Feeding a high fibre palatable mash or ad-lib 
short chopped fibre are good options. Do not overlook your horse’s dental care. 
 
 

 

It’s also cost effective to have regular dental checks because 
problems can be identified and dealt with early rather than 
allowing them to develop into more serious issues in future 
which will inevitably be more expensive to treat. We operate a 
Traffic Light System for dental reminders: When our vets 
examine a horse’s mouth we make an assessment of any 
problems and decide on when further treatment or another 
check will be necessary. This is then entered on the horse’s 
computer record as a red, amber or green recall so a 
reminder is issued at the appropriate time.  

 

 

Parting Words from Ally Younger 

 

       

We’ve seen a number of lame horses recently where the 
underlying cause of the lameness has been traced to poor foot 
balance.  Horses feet carry a lot of weight through a relatively small 
surface area so even a small imbalance (either “side to side” or 
“front to back”) causes uneven loading and extra stress on tissues 
including the coffin joint, navicular bone, flexor tendon, ligaments 
and the laminae of the hoof itself. Imbalances are not always easy 
to spot just by looking and may only show when lameness or 
deformed hoof growth occurs. 
 

If your farrier has ever expressed any concerns about imbalanced 
feet in your horse, we advise having them assessed by X-ray so 
any issues can be identified and treated before they result in 
lameness or more permanent damage to the hooves. We currently 
have a special offer for foot balance X-ray evaluation done at our 
clinic: £150 for 2 feet or £200 for all 4 feet . The service includes 
one of our vets consulting with you farrier to agree on a plan to try 
to correct any problems found. 
 

Our Client Evening this November will include a talk from a farrier 
giving more information and illustrations on why foot balance is so 
important.  Look out for your invitation arriving later this month. 

 

 

3. Obtain the relevant registration paperwork from your chosen society (These can often be 
downloaded from the society’s website) and DNA hair pluck bags if required.  If you only 
require a simple identity passport to fulfill the legal requirements we can bring along Horse 
Passport Agency registration forms.  Contact our office to book an appointment. 

 

 

Change of season brings a change in your horse's nutritional 
needs, we have teamed up with Keyflow Feeds to offer one lucky 
client a tailored diet plan and a FREE month’s supply of the feed 
advised. Keyflow feeds are leading the way by using wet steam 
extrusion when cooking their ingredients, which offers various 
advantages in terms of digestibility, and absorption rates for 
proteins and minerals. To join in our competition and learn more 
about Keyflow check out our Facebook page. 

 

 

I have got to know so many of you and your beautiful, (if sometimes 
mischievous and accident prone) animals since we opened in 2005. I will 
very much miss you all and wanted to thank you for making my job so 
enjoyable and interesting with the variety of equine adventures we have 
all lived through. I will especially miss all my fabulous team of office girls 
and vets. I am VERY proud of all we have achieved over the years 
together and the Practice we have built. However, it is time for change 
and new challenges for both myself and the Practice and I hope exciting 
new adventures ahead….                                          Ally x 

 


